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When Sylvia Poggioli, the senior European correspondent for National Public Radio, spoke at Sayles Hall in May, her experience as a U.S. journalist living in Italy prompted her to paint a surprisingly bleak picture of Europe and U.S.- European relations. Poggioli was on campus to receive the annual Welles Hangen '49 Award for Distinguished Journalism, whose previous recipients have included Peter Jennings and Dan Rather.[image: el.poggioli.jpg]


"As soon as news of the attacks on the World Trade Center spread in Europe," Poggioli said, "something extraordinary happened: an outpouring of warmth for every American in sight." But that unity was short-lived. Today, she said, Europe views the Bush administration as self-serving and prone to acting unilaterally. "The solidarity honeymoon is long over," Poggioli said. "The Atlantic Ocean has become a gulf of disharmony."



Poggioli noted a new sense of irrelevance sweeping over Europe after the United States sent troops into Afghanistan. "Europe's offers of military assistance were largely spurned," she said. The operation revealed the military supremacy of the United States - magnifying a gap that Poggioli said became apparent in 1999, during the war in Kosovo.



This blow to European self-esteem, Poggioli said, has contributed to a wave of nationalism, as well as outbreaks of anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim, and anti-Semitic feelings. "The mood in Europe is [one of] national retrenchment," she said - a far cry from 1989, when, after the collapse of the Berlin wall, "nationalism had appeared to be a demon of the past, a relic of feudalism." She pointed to a postÐ



September 11 poll revealing that even in the Netherlands, historically a haven for the oppressed, a majority believe Muslim immigrants should either integrate or leave the country. In Italy, Poggioli has witnessed a "revisionist view of fascism," with streets renamed after Fascist heroes and  newsstands selling Mussolini memorial calendars. 



"In this atmosphere," she said, "It's reasonable to be anxious about the future of the Western alliance."



Click here for a PDF version of Poggioli's speech. 
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See what other readers are saying about this article and add your voice. 
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                    A science-based, non-religious recovery program has become #2 after A.A.
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                                    Living Large While Something’s Trying to Kill You

                    Writer and performer Annie Lanzillotto ’86 has spent a lifetime dodging cancer—while making work that elevates her vibrant, violent working-class upbringing to the realm of poetry, ritual, and myth.
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                                    Black Hawk Down 

                    “Thank you so much for the wonderful tribute you paid to my dad, Ray Leoni ’51, in your recent edition. He received many such tributes but my brothers and I agree that...”

—Sue Leoni Eident ’77

Woodbridge, Conn.
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                                    Learning from Our Differences

                    “President Paxson’s essay on diversity certainly expressed the feelings of academia, if not that of all the alumni, but I think there is one part of the diversity issue that has stumped...”

—Sidney Baumgarten ’54

North Brunswick, N.J.
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                                    Family Matters

                    “Dear God what’s going on out there???

Anti-woke means racist and women do not exist to motivate men through marriage. Yeesh.

 
”

—Kathryn Andrews Davis ’05

Euclid, Ohio
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